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Performance Notes. 

Accidentals have been applied to all notes and are carried by ties. 
 

Other than indicated, Pedalling may be used only when/if necessary, any such 

additional pedalling being kept to the absolute minimum. 
 

Dynamics: unless otherwise specified dynamic changes must be understood as 

immediate.  
 

 

Programme note. 

The handful of piano solos I'd written since (and including) the major revision of 

Agité III in 2000 were all - to a greater or lesser extent - related, and in 2010 I'd 

decided that four of them were sufficiently linked to combine quite well as a set, so 

the original Fracture came into being. 

 

Over following months I became increasingly dissatisfied with this arbitrary 

construct, and in 2012 my thoughts turned again to the piano with a conviction to 

create a genuinely unified work. I chose re-fract as the starting point and released 

the others to make their own way in the world. Later in 2012 Doublethink was 

completed, followed in 2015 by Shard - thus was Fracture (2009-2015: 27 mins. 

40 secs. approx.) in its present final form eventually (re)born. 

 
All three works can be performed individually, or as part of the larger work. 

 
(i) re-fract  (2009: 8 mins. 30 secs. approx.) 

 

re-fract:  

re-:  again, backward, intensify. pref. [Middle English, from Old French, from Latin.] 

fract:  to break, to violate. [Obs]. Shak. v.t. [L. fractus, p.p. of frangere to break.] 

refract:  to deflect from a straight path, to alter or distort. tr.v. [L. refringere, to break up.] 

  
"…to express the sensation of experiencing a disintegration of identity, a shattering 

of the self. This is what I mean when I speak of a poetics of refraction." 

 

       from "The fragmentary Muse and the poetics of refraction in Sappho, 

Sophocles, Offenbach. 

                                                                                   by Gregory Nagy  

 
 (ii) Doublethink (2012: 12 mins. 50 secs. approx.) 

   
“…the labyrinthine world of doublethink. To know and not to know, …to hold 

simultaneously two opinions…knowing them to be contradictory and believing in 

both of them, to use logic against logic, …to forget whatever it was necessary to 

forget, then to draw it back into memory again at the moment when it was needed, 

and then promptly to forget it again...” 

                                              from 1984 by George Orwell (1903-1950). 

 
 "...The maelstrom of my memory is a vampire and it feeds on me;..." 

                                      from A Plague of Lighthouse-keepers by Peter Hammill. 

 
(iii) Shard (2015: 6 mins. approx.) 

 
"…trying to put the broken mirror of memory back together from so many scattered 

shards." 

                             from Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 
   

 
For biographical information: https://www.brendancolbert.com.au 

Please notify the composer of any performances: agite@bigpond.com 
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